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P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Point of Fork Plantation i s  located on a wedge-shaped piece of 
land a t  the  junction of the James and Rivanna Rivers. The plantat ion 
house i s  s e t  on a r idge overlooking the  bottom lands and the  r ivers .  The 
f ront  f i e l d s  are crossed by the  Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad which is 
b u i l t  on the towpath of the James River and Kanawha Canal. To the  west of 
the house are broad lawns with f ine  t r ee s .  I n  the  southwest corner of the  
yard are the ou t l ines  of formal terraced gardens. I 

Point of Fork's i n t e r io r  is divided in to  a cen t r a l  h a l l  with pa i r s  of n 
rooms on e i t h e r  s ide .  The most outstanding fea ture  of the  spacious f i r s t  
f l oo r  i s  the  beau t i fu l  s p i r a l  s t a i r  which ascends i n  the  southwest comer  
of the  h a l l  against  a correspondingly curved wall .  The h a l l  i s  divided i n  0 k the cen te r  by an e l l i p t i c a l  arch supported by Doric p i l a s t e r s  with c a c ~ e d  c psz 
The arch 's  archi t rave i s  ornamented with an i n t r i c a l l y  carved guilloche. I - I 

I 

The imposing two-story h o k e  i s  s e t  on a high basement and has 
approximate ground dimensions of 40' X 50'.  Covering t he  house i s  a 
shallow hipped roof from which project  four i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. The 
house's west or  land f ron t  i s  sheltered by a l a rge  two-story t e t r a s t y l e  
por t ico with Greek Doric columns and no pediment. The por t ico serves t o  
de-emphasize the  asyrmnetry of the west facade which has two windows to  the 
nor th  of the  entrance and one to the  south. Surrounding the  house, as well 
as the  por t ico,  i s  a Doric cornice with mutules and den t i l s .  The r i v e r  or 
e a s t  f ron t  has a small porch shel ter ing the  entrance. The porch is s u p p o r t ~ d  
on pa i r s  of f l u t ed  Doric columns. Unlike the west f ron t ,  the  e a s t  f ron t  i s  
symnetrical with two windows on e i t he r  s ide  of the  entrance. Other notable 
ex te r io r  features  include t he  rectangular white marble window s i l l s  and 
l i n t e l s ,  and the  marble water table .  Unornamented white p l a s t e r  panels a re  
employed between the  f i r s t  and second s to ry  windows on a l l  but the  west 
f ron t .  A l l  four walls  a re  l a i d  i n  unusually f i n e  Flemish bond brickwork 
with t h in ly  tooled j o in t s .  The brickwork i s  i n  a good s t a t e  of preservat ior .  

The f i r s t  f l oo r ' s  nor th  rooms were retrinrmed i n  t he  ear ly  par t  
of the  present century. The woodwork around the  wide opening between the  
rooms, as well  as the mantels a re  it; a cmpara t iv . ly  heavy Neo-Classical 
Revival s t y l e ,  featur ing bas-re l ief  panels of c l a s s i c a l  f igures .  Aside 
from t h i s  trim, as well  as some Corinthian p i l a s t e r s  i n  t he  north rooms, 
most of the remaining woodwork throughout the  house is o r ig ina l .  The house 
i s  well maintained and i n  a good s t a t e  of preservation. 
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Two in t e r e s t i ng  ea r ly  outbuildings survive on the  grounds: a servants '  
house and an offici?.  The servants '  house i s  a two-story, five-bay br ick 
s t ruc tu re  i n  a poor s t a t e  of repair .  The br ick o f f i c e  i s  temple form wish 
a wooden facade i n  t he  form of a somewhat crude Doric por t ico i n  an t i s .  
Both buildings a r e  unusual examples of t h e i r  respect ive  types. 
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The la rge  Class ical  Revival mansion of Point of Fork plantat ion is 
one of two near ly  i den t i ca l  houses erected i n  the 1820's by W i l l i a m  Galt 
f o r  h i s  two great-nephel-s. Born i n  Ayshire, scotland,  Galt h i g r a t e d  t o  
Virginia i n  h i s  ea r ly  youth and s e t t l e d  i n  Richmond where he became a 
prosperous merchant, He became associated i n  business with h i s  niece 's  
husband, John Allan, fos te r - fa ther  of Edgar Allan Poe. His successful  
business ventures enabled him t o  acquire extensive landholdings i n  Fluvanna 
County where he es tabl ished two plantat ions ,  Point of Fork and Glen Arvon. 

Upon Gal t ' s  death i n  1826, h i s  Fluvanna plantat ions  passed as he 
intended t o  h i s  two great-nephews, l J i l l i a m  and James Gal t .  Glen Arvon went 
t o  IJilliam and Point of Fork went t o  James, Prior t o  h i s  great-uncle 's  
death James had been sent  back to  Scotland for  schooling,(accompanied on 
t h i s  t r i p  by Edgar Allan Poe.) Having been born and educated i n  Scotland, 
James Gall: was considered by law t o  be a Br i t i sh  subject .  Therefore i t  was 
not u n t i l  1828, when he was admitted United S ta tes  c i t i z ensh ip ,  t h a t  he was 
able t o  take t i t l e  t o  Point of Fork. 

Point of Fork derives i t s  name form i ts  s i t u a t i o n  a t  the  junct ioncf  
theJames and Rivanna Rivers. The Point t r ad i t i ona l ly  i s  the  loca t ion  of 
Rausawek, cap i to l  of the  Monocan Indian nation. Captain John Smith made 

-es i n  what an expedition up the  James i n  1607 and found two Monocan v i l l a ,  
are now Chesterfield and Powhatan Counties. It i s  not known i f  he actual ly  
reached Rausawek, but he noted i t s  location on h i s  map. It i s  sa id  t ha t  on 
of the  >Ionman ch ie fs  i s  buried ;ear the  present gate  t o  the  property. 

h 
The point was of s t r a t eg i c  importance during the  Revolution. 

Established there  was one of the  Cornonwealth's p r inc ipa l  mi l i t a ry  i n s t a l l a  ions 
which incluckda t ra in ing  ground, barracks, supply depot, and an important 
arsenal.  The arsenal  s i t e  has been placed on the  National Register of 
His tor ic  Places. 

I 
In  March, 1865, Federal troops under General Ph i l i p  Sheridan occupied 

the plantat ion and Sheridan s e t  up headquarters i n  t he  house. The p l a n t a t i m  
as wel l  as the  surrounding area was plundered but the  house and i t s  contents 
were untouched. James Galt l o s t  s laves ,  l ives tock  and provisions. Many of 
h i s  crops and fencing were burned, and h i s  s laves  who were not ca r r ied  off 
were robbed of t h e i r  personal possessions. Galt  was pardoned by President 
Johnson a f t e r  the  war, and was nominated t o  represent h i s  d i s t r i c t  i n  the  
General Assembly. He served i n  the  1865/66 and 1866/67 sessions.  

I n  addi t ion t o  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  associat ions ,  Point of Fork ranks 1 among the major examples of plantat ion archi tecture  i n  t he  upper James 
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I region.  The handsomely proport ioned house has  h ighly  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a r c h i t e c t u  
' d e t a i l i n g ,  and i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  of the  Adam s t y l e  o f  the  Federa l  

period t o  the  Greek Revival s t y l e .  The l a r g e  por t i co  i s  one o f  the  e a r l y  u s e s  
o f  t h e  Greek Doric o rde r  i n  Virg in ia .  The house a l s o  e x h i b i t s  unusual ly f i n e  
craftsmanship i n  i t s  d e t a i l i n g .  The very  even Flemish bond brickwork i s  out -  

s t a i r  oil t h e  i n t e r i o r  a r e  except ional .  
s tanding,  and wood f e a t u r e s  such a s  t h e  e x t e r i o r  Doric c o r n i c e  and t h e  s p i r a l  I 
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of Poin t  of Fork," B u l l e t i n  of the  Fluvanna County 
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  Nos. 1 3  & 14,  October 1971. 

"The Gal t  Family," B u l l e t i n  o f  the  Fluvama County H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty ,  NOS. 
1 3  & 14,  October 1971. 

"Point of Fork - - "Home of t h e  Gal ts , "  B u l l e t i n  of the  F luvama  County 
H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty ,  Nos. 1 3  & 14,  October 1971. 

F ~ u v ~ M ~  County Sketchbook 1777-1963, 1963. 

I S a l e ,  Edi th  T. ,  ed. ,  H i s t o r i c  Gardens of Virg in ia ,  Richmond, 1923. I 

. . Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commls~1.m3.taff 
O R C h N I Z & T I O N  

V i r  i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Condss ion  March, 1974 
~ T R E E T ~ * N ~  NUMBER:  t 

771 G~vF.uu%- S t r e e t  z 
S T A T E  VI 

Virgin ia  
112. STATE LIA~SON OFFICER C ~ R T I F ~ C A ~  ION I NATLDNAL REGISTER VERiFfCATION 

I 

- 
rn 

- 
Z 

v) 

4 

I I 
ri0. G E O G R A P H S D A T A  

I in  the National Register and certify that i t  has been 

evaluated accordme, to the c-iteria and proced~res  set 1 

L A T l T U O E  A N 0  L O N G I T U D E  COORDINATES 

DEF,N,NC A L O C A T I N G  THE 

A5 the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public t a w  

80465). I hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - A Direstor, oflie. 01 l r c h e o l o g y  end Hiaforic Preservation 
Level of eirnificance of this nomination is:  I 

0 
R 

. . . . 

I hereby =ertify that this  property is included in the 

Nationa I Register. 

I 
. 

National 3 State a Local 0 II I 

~ s r l T U o E  &NC LONG,-  I D E  COO.RDlNATES 

D E F I N I N G  Th- CenT=FI  O F  PdoPERTv 

- O F  LEZS Tb4A.N T E N  A C R E S  -. -- -- 
L A T I T U D E  L O N G l T U D E  

Dsgrmes Mbnutes Seconds Degreas M8nut.s S*=onds 
D o . 

I 

LONGCTUOE 

Degrcer Minute. Seconds 

780 11. 08 " 
7 P  0 9 ' 5 1 .  
78* 0 9 ' 5 1 -  
7rre 11,  n ~ - -  

CORNER 

NW 

NE 

SE 
sw 

A P P R O X I M A T E  A C R E A G E  O F  N O M I N A T E D  P R O P E P T I  - >La==.- 
/ L I S T  &LL S T A T E S  AND COUNTIES  FOR PRoPEmT1ES O V E R L A P P I N G  S T A T E  OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES  

L A T I T U D E  

Degraos Minutes Seconds 

37' 4 5 -  27. 
37O 45.  27-  
3 7 "  44-  48-  
7 7 9  8 -  

CODE 

r n  
C O a E  - 
CODE - 
COOE 
I 

i 
unius R. Fishburne,  Jr., Direc tor  
i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conmission k 
Title 

COUNTY 

C O U N T Y  

COUNTY 

C O U N T Y .  

S T A T E  

S T A T E .  

S T A T E .  

S T A T E  

Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date 

- 
C O D E  - 
CODE - 
C O D E  - 
C O D E  

b a t e  

G P O  991.894 






